I e " " hé Lidtenant Governor has forwarded the
R )  acoompanying letter from the Secretary of State for
ey | the Colonises enclosing a communication from Mr 0,M.
| i | 1inbal of Wfﬂlk Island, raising the question aé

removal of some of the inhabitants of Pitcairn Island
Lo Norfolk Island, and expressing his willingness tﬁ
o ’__ - act in the matter if required free of cost.

In the cutting I have taken from the Daily Tel-

sgraph of the 24th larch relating to the Pitcairn Is-
19;:1&&;-5', the fol lowing passage occurs :-

"In acknowledging these despatches Mr Chambe:
L _“B&ﬁl&i*ﬂ ‘observes ‘t&l&‘b ‘tﬂ deport ﬂiﬁ iﬁﬁh%ﬂl

e -’I‘Ibrf_:m 1k Island would be mpmaai‘um

FOCRRITES iy T have hiflﬁ*r‘éssaﬁ no wish for their re: 1::
' - I r‘f L g
, .-.“&thﬁ };raa&ntb state of Norfolk Island wuﬁl&;-' :
P L _____
?ﬂ Flan aaarﬂ. the ﬂﬂlﬂni&l Secretary, warrant aauah

lsure, In these circumstances, he desired

}.hﬁ:’c‘ G.¥.0°Erien to endeavour to ascertain the
| "possibilities of opening up communication with
"Tahiti."

It does not therefore seem that there is any

action for this Department to take in the matter,

raa PR A
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The Henourable
The Secretary for Lands,
{Sgd) Fredk: M. Darley.
Lisut:~Gecvr,
20:3:'890.

Dovming Street,
20th February 1809,

My Lord,

I have the honour to transmit to you, for such
r action as yvour Ministers mav think proper, a cory of a
letter from Mr 0.M.Quintal of Nerfolk Island raising the
quegtion of removing some of the inhsbitants of Pitcairn
Island to Norfolk Island and offering his services in the
maﬁjaf.
> T shall be glad if you will cause Mr Quintal to

be informed that I have received his letter and that 1

am obliged to him for it.

' I have &c.,
a

(8gd) J. Chamberleain.
The Officer Administering
The Government of

New South Wales.
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Al {;—-"ﬁ'_,.w.- e issued corresponderce relating to the Piteairn Is-

AT e ¢ 7 lznders, in regaid to whom we have @ssumed a sort

5

il

Parliameritary Debates (British .Par-l-riame'hy;[} 4{ b
Pirst Volume of Sesgsion 17gh. Feb. 1899, Iy

Mr. Pirie(Aberdeén N.): I beg to a8k thgSecretary

of State for the GalﬂhiEE,w%P@ regard to the recently

e TR e

‘_._.—-—'_'-_ s, = —_—

of moral responsibility, whether the Government
propose talking steps Lo carry oub regular commun-—
ication between them and the Paumoto Group of Is-—
lands as recommended in the Report by the Command-- .
ing Officer of H.IL 8. "Royalist”, or to talke other .
steps Ho improve the conditions of life of the in-
habitants of those Islands which if allowed to
conbinue as at present will cause these Islanders
to gradually drift inte imbecility 7.

The Secretary of State Tfor the Colonies (Mr
J. Chamberlsin, Birmingham W. ) - The Honorable .
ilember will see Trom thé correspondence that the
High Commissioner of the Western Pacific has been
instructed +to endeavour to ascertain the possib-

ilities of opening up communication between Pit-

cairn Island and Tahiti.



| THE GATTON TRAGEDY.
| | Iﬁplﬂ?“ IESUMED.

| MRS, MNEIBL'S BVIDENCE,

court;

| Bl wife, but the réquest whs refused.

sionally visited bis parents at Tent-hill. .'E“hﬁﬁ"jh s o=
remembored Boxing Day. She attended the .

- 15 i F = ¥

| i RN A DEY N
| BRISEANE, Thursday.—The inquiry Into thel .&; [BERNN St o [ 14 : e
lﬂm 1 {ragedy was resumed at Toowoomba: to-f Wy r Nways o : '

| Inspector Urqubinrt stated that there was only Ill:ﬂ‘
T e e S ot - Timy
| ene witness to be cafled, Mre. M Nefll, > _HE.' - , ] ; s

| stated that-she had undergone o medical exam-p J"' :—__j " o B N 1L :

" [ bealth was still erftical, and probably o publios
examination would be injurious to her  Heil
| therafore, asked that the public be excluded from
| the court. Mrs. M'Nelll was then carvied inte

.
Mr. M'Neill asked to e allowed to remain wlLué’*i},_ﬁ eyl

‘Mrs, M'Nefll depesed that she usually lyed
with Ner busband at Westbrook, He occa-
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imstina that morning, and the medical afficer had|

| stated that she was abie to attend, though her & u. S | ' 3 | | -
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Mount Sylvia races with her husband that day.| .

 They left for home about 5 o'clock, and passed;

El. M

Barlow's Hotel on Tent-hill on the way homs,

They peached home shortly after §. The mem-|
bars of Murpbys' family were at tea.. BShep

heard mothing of the danca In Gatton. Whils
|-at the races sha heard ‘a man named Jim_mrF ] g ™ 1 .

‘Ryan, who resided at Blackfellows! Creek, ask

| Ellen to g0 to a damce at Mount Sylvia that
night. Elen said that she was zoing to & dance

in Gatton. He pressed her to go to the Mount|

Sylvin dance. She declined. Ryan eald to
Eblen, “If you come I will bring Mike," but

Night Norsh-and Ellen prépared to attend the
‘dance, Belors she saw Michael getting ready she
thought that her brether Pat would drive them to
‘Gatton. Her busband never had any Intention of
£oing 1o the dince as far as she knew. Michael,
LElien, and Norah left for the dance about 8 o'clock

Her brother Pat left soon afterwards. After they |
bad gone =he only remaived up balf an hour, |
when her mother assisted her to bed. Her hus- |
batid was with her that night. Her two-year-old =
|| daughter alup slept with Der. She could not re- |

Ellen only laughed, and witness thought that the |
alluzion to Mike wasp joke. Afler tea on Boxing '

‘member how long she bad been in bed be-|
fore” her  husbspd  brought the ebild to|

e

B
iR,

I_..._ -

Ber.  When ber husband came into  the |

| Togm -he was dressed, but bod no boois on.
Bhe did not know the tlme she went to bed,
bor did she koow £ her hushand closed the deors.
Her mother was readiog In the sitting-room.
‘She (witness) heard her turning oveér the leaves
of the book. She could have geen the light in
| the sitting-room if she hud looked. She did not
rtemember if she could distinguish the abjects in
her roors or mot. She had pot been told 10 say
she dld not remember or dfd not knaw by any-
body. Witness further s4id her husband did pot
_'fpﬁ.-khérhe“ he brought the child {n, but got
A -

g
-

inspector Urquhart: ““With hia clothes on?"
Witness: “Yegs,™

-l .

Lo I oD

=

Witnesa did not know how long that was after |

Pat left. She did pot koow if the bedroom
oor was open that night. Hhe 'did not think her
| husband spoke to her after he got into hed or
she to him.  Witness went to sleap, but did not

it was ball-an-hour. She dld not knoew if her
busband sod children woke up daring that time.
She did no! potice the door of the Toom

‘husband to bave a drink. Her husband gener-

ally put his boots In the bedroom. She did nof |
se¢ him lake them off that night. -She slept a1l |
night. Nothins disturbed her. Her husband did |
Bot gel out of bed that night on her behalf. She |

band was not up. She did not remember i he had |
Biz clothes on the same as when ke went to bed.
Her husband sometimes slept o his clothes for

(oess did ook hear anyone enter or leave
the room that night. . She did not know
il her husband put Wis hoots op before he went
?Hl:tha morning after Boxing Day. - M'Nefll said
'The girls bave nol returned vet” He soan
alter went in mearch of them, and returned B
Httle after 10 o'glock! She asked i they wera
fcoming. M'Neill, epeaking in an ardinary ‘way,
-ELEI. “Ko: they :

& cemetery on the Tent-hill Lness
thought she Esled M Neill 'hn:umd il
M'Neill first told her they had been murdered.
Neither wilness por her mother asked 31 Neill
who had fdone M. She had pe euspleion of any
pETRDN, mor had she ever had Euspiclons. She
had mever paid she koew whoss dolng It was,
=he had heen married three years, znd lved in

sowoomba before she was married. Ehp knew
Thiae, Rran, and once Eept company with him.

‘& quarelled with her mother because she obe
jecied to his- sttentlon=. Her mother had oncs
beaton her for going with Ton Ryan.  Hor slster
sumetlmes brought her letlers trom Tom Ryan.
Eyan wae not snnoved when withess mace
ried M'Nelll.  She told Byan that her mother
oblected to the match. Norah and Bilen were
Blso aEainst it. They cbiectod to Byan Docusge
be was fond of drick. She had never teld Bnyone
88T hushand ‘was away om the night of the
murder, nor had enyone asked her. Witness
uriter siated ghe apd Rryan had been sweet-
Hhesriing nine or ten vears hofore she married
‘She had never heard that Ryan threatened io he
revenged on her mother. M'Welll and the
_:ﬁ{":ﬂh!’ family were oo good termss, MNelither

"Neill nor any of the Murphy family ever tokd
Ber tbey suspected anyone. She did nol Enow
f M*Nelll or Michael ever had & revolver, She
Al not know if MNalll wae left-banded. Wit

—— e ——

fear the child should be troublesomes. wWit- §

It bappened. ||

———
—_—

kuow how long after he got ints bed, FPerhaps |}

open, and she did not hear anyonme ask her |

Woke mext morning soon after daylight, Her hus. |

are dead in a paddock near |

mess further steted that M Neill was in the habit
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THE PITCAIRN ISLANDERS [ | R 2
A LESSON IN DEGENERATION| ~ Tl
{FROM O SPECIAT. CORREEPONDENT. IR '.--

mg.ﬁj;]mq_ Pebruary 17.—The most Interesting |b = A% 3 3
Parllamentary papier to achicve publicity lately is || -, : [+
that gnmguﬁd of corregpondence relating o tha |HEEES .-.. |
condition of the Pitealrn Islanders, which wes [
tasued a day or two ago. The pigturs of the dally |5
Iife of the descendawts of tbe Bounty mutlneers (f=
afforded by & perusal of the paper s not an In- (| )
viting one, suggesting as it does that the fslanid- iy -
ers are rapidly degenerafing. Captaln Dyke, of ' '
the Canciis, who Visited the lsland in November, || - AN i
1857, reported to Rear-Admiral Palllser that the || RIS PR AT
pepulation wis then 145, that the people seemed || ' - PRECY" L) <
:h?ﬂ-FFE'-ﬂllE'.!-‘r?ﬂtnntaﬁ. with tholir lot, though thmt | gL - g il 2Ny i‘" : |
lot seems to consist of merely liviog from day to -
day. Pheislanders hud no meat, no tea, no coffes,
nor, In foct, any of thoss wdjuncis to the table
usoal in elvlised communities. IFor lteralure
they cared nothing, refusing even the books and
peperd Captain Dyke offered them. So far as be
coltld see, thay "did nothing &11 day,” and Ltha
morals of the communlty were extremely lax. In
concluding his report, he states—"I have Do
besitation in saying that soon the questlon will
bave to bp faced: Are they to coatlnue us they
ere, vig, marrying nmopg themgelves and Increas-
Ing? The slender resourccd they have will Dot
Ytand a much greater population, and among the
iﬂuﬁ men a desire 1z evineed to leave the
Eib.’ﬂ' {ll
In ferwarding this report, Rear-Admiral Palll-
ger sugpested the appointmest of o Governor,
Y Bod attributed the lack of moral fibrée Lo the-ab-
" sence of discipline and Incentive to work,
|| These commupications were forwarded by Mr.
Chamberiain to Sir . O'Brien, High Commis-
sloner for the Western Pacific, who, replying in
Qotober last vear, eniloged a report on the Fit-
calrn. pecple by Mr. Hiunfer, who bod roceotly |
vieited the fsland in the capacity of Judiclal Com- ||
mils=foner, After a birief review of the hisfory
of the pommunity, he remarked that the men
| appearsd strong and of good physique, though in-
glined to gtoop; the women robuzt and active, buat
-greatly disfizured by the Joss of their front teeth
This was moticeable among some of the vounger
Janes, who otherwize might have been fermed
| comely. Staff-Svrgeon Eeatty, nof the Royallst,
atiribated the Jogzof the teeth (o “degeneration'
or "physiex]l devolutien." 'The chlldren were
bright, merry little things, "“the only redecming
fasture in the place' whereas the adultz, with
| the exception of ofoe or two of the older ones, had
| & tired, weary, bungry look. They began and
| ended their day with prayer; they oelther drank
8 nor smoked: and a ed Lo ba almost vegeta-
|| Tiane, If questloned, the guestions had to be pot
|| In-plain, simple language, of they did oot uoder- |
stand. The manner fn which the men handied r
their lfeboat in a heavy esa and forced her
through the surf af the landing-place showed, |
| Dowever, that they wers not wanting in physlcal &
| strength and plock. |
Mr. Hunter contlnued thus:—"Lax In morals, |
§ wealk in Intellect, they are fast degenerating; and i
unless something is speedily done to alter thelr
| conditlon, ‘they will probably drift intp hopeless
Ambecility.”” — Thursday Octpber Christlan, a
. Erandson of the original Fleteher Christian, =aid |
that he thought the island could support o |
schooner If 1t was supplied to fhem. Arrowrool, |
oranges, limejulce, and colfee were the articles |
| ¢f export that be mentioned, But Mr. Hunter |
o Tears the time bas passed for any such venturs, |
Though 20 olosely conpected with cach other by |
inter-martiage, the (slanders spemed to him £o ba
lesing theiriold £pirit of cohesion, and Ti-feeling |
existed between the two prineipal families—the |
© Christiass and the Younge, M°Coy, the Presi-
dent of the governipz body, complained bitterly |
of his wanlng power over the people. Upon the |
Eugzesilon made by Captain Doughty in 1834,
|| to-send A ex-naval officer to take chargs, Mr.
Hunter thinks It might have heen of some benefit
* fourteen vears ago but fears it weuld now be
a hopeless, heart-breaklng tssk. In hi= opinion, |
_ the only way to save them i= to remove them to
(0 =ame other place, and he suggests that {f
, they were glven a bloek of land in Fijf, they ||
would ere long become uszeful - settlars. Mr |
Hunter considers that it this 8 not feasible,
steps shonld be taken to plRce them in copatant
&nd regular communication with Tahiti, so that
the younger members of the community wounld
have an opportunity of leaving the izland. *7Tf"
%amm:hﬂtahs} “they are allowed to continua
NE 45 they are, they will probabl
| hnﬂ_almﬁ' l.m'il;la-'.:lhla'“. o ¥oend in
ommenting on this regort 8ir G. T. O'Brisn
CIpresses the epinion that it Is not desirahle tn
import Pitcairn Islanders fnte Fidi, their hablts |
. and intellectusl erade mot being such s to maks
At at all Mksly that they would be able to earn
| their living there, Mareover, he aays the ollmats
| of Fiit is not-one In which white men can work |
) for any length of time at agrieuliural pursults
0| Or perinanently reside, and the upzhot of the -
| portation, if attempted. would be prefudicial to |
| the Islanders, end would ultimately result in theip
i becoming a burden on the colony. On the fes |
=ibility of the other elternatiye suggested by |
Mr. Hunter. that they should be provided with
means of visiting Tahitl, be declines ig SXpress |
any opinion, but mentions that it has corgrred 4]
bim In reading the history of the ease that the
hest eolution of the diffculty might possitvly be |
found s deportice them to morfollk Island.
LI scknowledging thesa despatches Mr. Cham-
1le‘i.'vtrltlh:t ubgerves that to depart the inhabltants
to Norfolk Tsland woutd be Impossibie. Apart |
drom the fact fhat the Pliesirn Islenders have [
k-H!l'r'_!gﬂﬁﬁ no wish for the!r removal, the present
state of Norfolk Ietand would not, gays the Coln.
(ninl Secrelary, warrant such s measare, Tn thegs | |
ﬂﬂﬂnﬁwn _h!l'.'ﬂﬂ'lg'ed Sir G, T. O'Brien to 1}
BT T I0 Aecertaln the possibilitl
‘np communication with Tanit), o O opeaing
_——_..'___
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Cutting from the DAILY TELEGRAPH

iy -

24th March:« 1898



gsth March 1899
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Norfolk Island,
20th December 1808,

The Right Honoureble

Joseph Chamberlain,

sir,

I have been informed that one of the Admirals on the
Pacific Station advocated the removal of some of the inhabit-
afts of Pitcairn Island to some other Island in the Pacific
geas. I beg to say that two of the families, namely Simeon
voung and Mayhew's children are entitled to abaux‘ﬁn acres
upon this Island, Some arrangement could be come to by thcse
parties who are desirous cf emigrating to Norfeolk Island,

Simeon Young was éna of those who returned to Pitcairn,
after he had received a Crown Grant for 60 on Norfolk Island.
The children cfter his death sold half of the land leaving the
other half fer future operations,

Mayhew Young acquir€d his part through his brother (half)
Matthew Quintal, who died leaving half his land to his half

brother or children whe may return to Norfclk Island.

If, at any time, my services are required in this matter,



I shall be glad to act free of costs.

I remain,

(Sgd) 0. M. Quintal.



